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St. Paul’s Stockbridge
 Mission Statement

We believe in regular worship, the sacraments, and teaching the Word of God 
through scripture, preaching, education and relationship.

We encourage giving ourselves and our treasures as witness to God’s love.

We welcome all people into our Christian family.
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About St. Paul’s
St. Paul’s is an active Episcopal parish serving our Southern Berkshire community in many ways.

Our Church is located in the heart of the historic town of Stockbridge, Massachusetts on Main Street just across from the Red Lion 
Inn. The present Church was built in 1884 and is rich with the history of its home in the Berkshires.

Worship is central to the parish’s ministry. We believe in regular worship, the sacraments, and teaching the Word of God through 
scripture, preaching, education and relationship. We encourage giving ourselves and our treasures as witnesses to God’s love.

During the school year, we sponsor and administer the St. Paul’s Children’s Center, a preschool housed in our Parish House that serves 
over thirty families a year . We are also active in the Lee Food Pantry and a variety of other community endeavors. St. Paul’s is a symbol 
of faith and continuity that anchors our community. We are a beacon for seekers of Christ’s message.

The Spirit of Life  by parishioner Daniel Chester French

The Church is open daily. Visitors are always welcome. And 
we see many. One of the great blessings of St. Paul’s is our 
location at the very hub of the Berkshires’ cultural richness. 
Our community is home to Boston Symphony’s Tanglewood, 
The Berkshire Theatre Group, Shakespeare & Co., Jacob’s 
Pillow Dance Festival, The Norman Rockwell Museum, 
Chesterwood and The Mount. Our beautiful landscape 
offers year round opportunities for recreation. And our 
community is well served by the excellent Berkshire Hills 
Regional School District.

St. Paul’s is literally at the crossroads of this beautiful place , 
and we have been the spiritual home for notable people like 
the artists Norman Rockwell and Daniel Chester French 
and the theologian, Reinhold Niebuhr.  Many of our current 
parishioners have strong ties to the Arts.  We are open to 
all and regularly share our services and support alike with 
weekend visitors to Stockbridge as well as members of the 
Riverbrook community and the Austen Riggs Center.
 
St. Paul’s congregation has always reflected the uncommon 
character of Stockbridge – a small New England village with 
significant connections to the greater world.
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In our 2014 Parish survey our parishioners listed many of the strengths we see in each 
other, in St. Paul’s, and in our community.  We are a welcoming, caring, diverse, 
interesting, talented group of people. We are a lively parish family who care about each 
other and about our history and traditions.  While we recognize a need to grow, we 
appreciate that our small size means that each person makes a difference. This makes 
it possible, indeed essential, for each of us to contribute his or her time and energy 
and talents to our spiritual life together and to our outreach efforts in our community 
and beyond.  In the survey, people mentioned a sense of “inclusiveness and safety,” an 
“acceptance of differences” and a feeling of “friendship and family” at St. Paul’s.  They 
wrote about a feeling of “informality within formality,” of “openness, beauty and con-
templation.”

We’ve built a great legacy.  We are a genuinely warm and welcoming community. Our priorities 
lie with our families, our open doors, our outreach projects, and our cultural heritage.  Here are 
a few quotes from the Parish survey:

“Looking up at the angels and being in this building.  Spirituality of place.”

“Our church community...always were a little different, a cross section.”

“A mix of people, lovely group, considers them friends.”

“There is a good feeling now in the church... positive, nice and calm.”

“Always feeling God’s work at hand.”

Dudley Field window - Tiffany Studios
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Our Worship Services
Services are conducted every Sunday at 8:00 and 10:00. The 8:00 service is a traditional Rite I Eucharist, 
and 10:00 is Rite II, with music and hymns. Lay participation in the services is enthusiastic and active. 
In addition to an extraordinarily dedicated Altar Guild, typical Sunday services include parishioners 
as acolytes, Verger, Eucharistic ministers, lectors, intercessors, greeters, offertory and cantors.

For special events – our annual meeting, vacation bible school, fifth Sundays - we bring our whole 
congregation together for a joint 9:00 service. Additional services during Holy Week are coordi-
nated with Trinity Lenox and Grace Church Great Barrington. An ecumenical community service 
for Thanksgiving Day is traditionally held at the Stockbridge Congregational Church – with the 
involvement of our Roman Catholic neighbors at St. Joseph’s and The Marian Fathers. A Christmas 
service of Lessons and Carols at St. Paul’s is also held jointly with Stockbridge Congregational and 
Grace Church. We also celebrate a special Epiphany event with the Three Kings and carols on Main 
Street together with our three Stockbridge sister churches.

Each year, during Lent, supper conversations are held in the homes of parishioners.  In our profile 
survey, many parishioners expressed interest in additional adult formation and Bible study 
activities. 

Our prayer team offers Intercessory Prayers on Friday mornings. Prayers for healing are also of-
fered once a month at Sunday services. Evensong services are held from  time to time during the 
year, especially during Lent.

The beauty of ritual is an important part of what brings people to St. Paul’s. Our traditions are 
definitely more low Church than high.

Music is an important part of worship at St. Paul’s. Our present Church Choir is an informal group. 
We rehearse regularly and enjoy singing for special occasions and even for no occasion at all. We 
have an extraordinarily gifted organist, who has been willing to lead us on some ambitious musical 
excursions. Our Roosevelt organ is due for renovation, but it is a good instrument that attracts 
talented players.

St. Paul’s location, beauty, and history make the Church an attractive venue for the celebration of 
rites of passage. We regularly host weddings, funerals, and baptisms for the larger community. The 
memorial wall and fountain in the Church garden offer a serene spot for commemoration and 
interment of ashes.

Bishop Fisher visits

Ordination of parishioner Dr. Jane Tillman

Our worship team 2012
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Our Involvement in the Community
St. Paul’s has always placed great importance on its outreach to the community. St. Paul’s 
supports the Lee Food Pantry, the United Thank Offering, and Construct – a Berkshire 
County initiative for affordable housing and the homeless.  St. Paul’s plays an important role 
in the lives of residents of the Riverbrook community – a group of women with special needs 
– many of whom are unflagging worshippers. We have an important and meaningful 
connection with our neighbor – the Austen Riggs Institute – an exceptional psychiatric 
facility. Both staff and patients are welcome and regular participants in our Sunday services.

St. Paul’s has been actively engaged in cooperative efforts with sister parishes in the County 
– especially the other South County churches – Grace Church Great Barrington and Trin-
ity Episopal Lutheran Sheffield. Discussions to merge forces with the Episcopal churches 
in Lee ended when these two churches closed in the last decade.  The Church of the Good 
Shepherd in South Lee had its origins in 1856 as a mission of St. Paul’s, and was very active 
for over a century – particularly in association with the Ascension Farm School – another 
historical mission of St. Paul’s Church. Currently several members of this former congregation 
are parishioners and vestry members of St. Paul’s.

For a small town Stockbridge is a very dynamic community. Our parishioners are leaders 
in the school system, in town government and in our numerous civic organizations – The 
Stockbridge Library, the Laurel Hill Association, The Trustees of Reservations, The Norman 
Rockwell Museum, The Berkshire Botanical Garden…it’s a long list. We would particularly 
welcome a minister who takes interest in some of these broader communal efforts and can 
strengthen our ties to them.

Our buildings offer an affordable and beautiful venue for all types of cultural activities. 
St. Paul’s has hosted countless concerts, plays, lectures, and community gatherings over the 
years. We regularly use our high-visibility location to conduct book, bake, and tag sales, as 
well as an annual Christmas Cookie sale.

Throughout the year, hundreds of visitors come to discover the interesting history of St. 
Paul’s and to appreciate the work of  the architects, artists, artisans and clergy who built our 
legacy here on Stockbridge’s historic Main Street. For these visitors St. Paul’s offers open 
doors and a place of quiet refuge and reflection.

Hospitality on Sunday

Friends old and new

Good turnout for  a special dedication service
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St. Paul’s Children’s Center

During the school year the St Paul’s Chidren’s Center operates a fully 
licensed and accredited preschool in the lower level of our Parish House.   
We have served over 30 families a year for almost 40 years.  Our dedicated 
staff has over 75 years of teaching experience and is led by our wonderful 
thirty-year veteran director, Lisa Kane. It is not surprising, given its 
excellent reputation, that the Children’s Center usually has a waiting list 
of prospective families.

Historically there has been more discussion than actual outreach between 
the Church-going community and the Children’s Center. This is an area 
where sensitive leadership could be most constructive. The Children’s 
Center is an independent mission of St. Paul’s with its own board (principally 
Vestry members) and an independent budget.

St. Paul’s Children’s Center - thirty years of learning and fun!

Godly Play  & Vacation Bible School
St. Paul’s Sunday School has adapted to the demographic swings of our 
community. From early 20th Century highs of 100 students, we now offer 
child care and a Godly Play program in the Parish House for about a dozen 
parish children. 

We currently have a group actively working on Youth ministry and confirma-
tion. 

In July-August, St. Paul’s hosts a one-week Vacation Bible School with 
additional funding from the Church of the Good Shepherd.  It is held at the 
St.Paul’s Children’s Center each weekday morning and is free to children 
ages four and up.

St. Paul’s is a “Safe Church” Congregation.
Epiphany performance by our Sunday School
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Pastoral Care
St. Paul’s is a close-knit community, and we try to keep 
track of one another. A number of our older members 
have migrated to the nearby Kimball Farms 
retirement community in Lenox. There is active 
interest in healing prayers, which are offered monthly 
during communion. We are a diverse community 
with diverse needs. We currently have a pastoral care 
lay group that works to maintain connections and 
help parishioners in need. Working with this group 
the Rector offers sacramental and other pastoral care.

Easter Sunday 2010

Baptistry - design by Stanford White, relief by Louis St. Gaudens, 
windows by Tiffany

Active Committees
Buildings & Grounds - supervising maintenance, current capital campaign
Godly Gardeners/Memorial Wall - daily volunteer work, and memorial records 
Altar Guild -making our worship happen
Hospitality - keeping it fun
Godly Play/Youth Group - engaging our young people
Children’s Center Board - working with our preschool
Communications - website, weekly bulletin, quarterly newsletter
Archives - currently developing a video presentation on the church
Mission and Outreach - exploring where we can make a difference
Worship - planning our spiritual year
Finance - we have some great heads on this committee who are on top of it
Stewardship - renewing our dedication to supporting st. Paul’s
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Pastors and Parishioners past and present
Our first rector was Dr. Samuel Parker who served from 1844-1846 and returned to St. Paul’s 
from 1858-1865.  The Reverend Arthur Lawrence lead the church for thirty-seven years from 
1872-1909. We had ten more rectors in the course of the 20th century, including George Grenville 
Merrill, Edmund Laine, Jack Leather, Dr. George Krumbhaar, Tad Evans, and John Tarrant - now 
Bishop of South Dakota. Our outgoing Rector is the Reverend Tom Damrosch, who has served 
St. Paul’s for eight years.

Among our notable parishioners over the years have been Norman Rockwell and his wife Mary 
Punderson Rockwell, many members of the Sedgwick and Field families, author John P. Mar-
quand, theologian Reinhold Niebuhr, environmentalist Peter Berle, and sculptor Daniel Chester 
French. Two Deans of Westminster have worshipped and preached at St. Paul’s – Arthur Stanley 
in 1882 and Dr. Wesley Carr in 2008.  Other historic parishioners include Charles Sumner, 
Ambassador Joseph Choate, and the Victorian novelist G.P.R. James – who gave the original clock 
tower to the church.

Our present regular congregation is an interesting mix of old Stockbridge families, newcomers, 
visitors, young and old. Among our regular parishioners are successful writers, theatrical 
performers and designers, college professors, school administrators, psychologists and doctors, 
as well as a faithful Sunday delegation of women from the Riverbrook residential home.  All are 
welcome, and there is a true diversity to our small group that is one of the blessings of this place. 
We keep our doors open. We are always interested to see who walks in.

Nancy King at the 1884 Hilborne Roosevelt tracker organ

2014 Capital Campaign Garden Party

ALS Ice Bucket Challenge 2014

Mission Accomplished
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A Brief History 
The Town of Stockbridge began as a mission to the Mahican Indians. The 
Reverend John Sergeant was sent as the first missioner to the Berkshires 
by the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in 1734. As the town grew 
and attracted English and Dutch settlers, the Indian Mission developed into 
what is now the Stockbridge Congregational Church. Among Sergeant’s 
noteworthy successors at Stockbridge were the great Puritan preacher Jonathan 
Edwards and the beloved David Dudley Field.  In 1834, following the 
disestablishment of the Congregational Church in Massachusetts, a small 
group of townspeople organized the first Anglican worship in Stockbridge, 
incorporating St. Paul’s Church.

By 1844 the congregation of St. Paul’s was able to erect its first building – 
a gothic wooden chapel designed by Richard Upjohn – architect of Trin-
ity Wall Street. As Stockbridge and St. Paul’s grew over the next fifty years, 
a clock tower and a large extension were added to the chapel. Under the 
leadership of Arthur Lawrence – rector from 1874 to 1909 – and with the 
generosity of Charles Prescott Butler – a new stone Church was built as 
a memorial to Butler’s late wife - Susan Ridley Sedgwick. St. Paul’s new 
building was designed by the great American architect Charles McKim. The 
new stone Church was consecrated in 1884 – fifty years after the founding 
of the Parish.

The 20th Century was a thriving time  for our Church. Legacies from Gilded 
Age summer residents built up our endowment. Our present Rectory and 
Parish House were established. New winds blew - pew rentals were given up 
in the 1950s, and in the 1960s the communion table came down to face the 
congregation. Some of us still remember rather fondly winters worshipping 
in Parish House during the 1970s energy crisis.

In recent decades we’ve been able to sustain and expand on our wonderful 
legacy. Our garden, memorial wall and fountain were created in 2000. A new 
parking lot and driveway were included in this campaign. More recently, 
we’ve been working to renovate the Parish House and Rectory. A capital 
campaign for major improvements and maintenance to our historic build-
ings is now underway and enjoying good success.

St. Paul’s Church circa 1860

St. Paul’s today
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Our Church Building and Garden
St. Paul’s is located in the center of Stockbridge. Our location, and the interesting history of our 
church building and grounds guarantee us a constant flow of visitors throughout the year. The church 
building is open every day for visitors -  as a place of peace and refuge for all.

At the entrance to the church the bronze sculpture of a winged figure on the covered porch is “The 
Spirit of Life” by Daniel Chester French - sculptor of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington and a 
long-time parishioner of St. Paul’s.

In the Sanctuary, the central window over the Altar depicting St. Paul preaching in Athens is by 
John La Farge - a memorial to Samuel Parker - the parish’s first rector. In the west wall (in the rear 
of the Sanctuary) are three windows of Fra Angelico angels with musical instruments - saved from 
the original wooden church. In keeping with the Norman Romanesque style of his design, Charles 
McKim cleverly used intersecting circular arches to accommodate the gothic shape of these three 
windows.

On the north wall, the Lawrence memorial window is by Burleson and Gryll of London. The Choate 
memorial window is by Francis D. Millet and Tiffany Studios. “The Good Samaritan” window is by 
Charles J. Connick, a gift of Mary Punderson Rockwell. On the south wall of the Nave is a window 
in memory of William Ellery Sedgwick by La Farge as well as the Field memorial window by Tiffany.

On the south wall of the transept, under the organ gallery, are large high-relief panels of “The Sing-
ing Children.”  These are replicas of the Luca della Robbia frieze in the Duomo in Florence (c. 1435).  
The organ is by Hilborne L. Roosevelt in 1884. It originally contained 258 speaking pipes but has 
been enlarged to 1600 pipes.  It retains the original tracker action and slider wind chests.

The marble Baptistry on the north side of the Nave was designed by Stanford White.The central 
tablet is supported by sculpted angels in relief by Luca Saint Gaudens. The flanking windows are by 
Tiffany. The white marble font, by Charles Lamb of New York, was brought from the prior wooden 
church.

The Church garden was redesigned in 2000. A new memorial wall, seating and fountain were built. 
Our volunteer “Godly Gardeners” work diligently to make this a beautiful and serene space. The 
statue of St. Margaret of Scotland in the garden is by Anna Coleman Watts Ladd, placed there to 
honor her daughter, Gabriella Ladd Sedgwick, widow of Henry Dwight Sedgwick.

Chancel windows- St. Paul by LaFarge and Musgrave memorials

View of the transept and baptistry

Organ loft and Choir balcony
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Interior view from the nave

Sedgwick Memorial - LaFarge

Carved Angels by builder & parishioner 
George Knowles

Ruluff Choate Memorial - Tiffany
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The Parish House
Like the Rectory, the Parish House at St. Paul’s is an 18th century building that 
was moved to the Church property in the 1920s for its present function. In 
1970 St. Paul’s Childrens’ Center – a community preschool – was started in the 
Parish House. More than forty years on, the Children’s Center is going strong. 
The Children’s Center remains one of our most important missions, and now 
the ground floor of the Parish House is principally dedicated to school activities. 
There is parking and a playground. 

The Parish still uses the downstairs meeting space and kitchen for occasional 
brunches and suppers – as well as the annual Parish meeting  - usually held 
in late January. Upstairs is the Parish Office, our Godly Play and Vestry meeting 
room, as well as two private offices. Al-Anon regularly shares this space on 
Wednesday nights.

Our Parish House events can be a lot of fun. We host an annual “Thomas Bray” 
Shrove Tuesday supper, often featuring a rather silly auction. Other gatherings 
are more ad hoc, but frequent and always entertaining. We’re lucky to have a few 
truly social parishioners, many of whom are excellent and enthusiastic cooks.

Auction night We have a good time

Dennis dishes up Parish Supper

Thomas Bray Dinner
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Facing Main Street, the Rectory is an historic Federal era house with an elegant sitting room and study, large dining room 
and kitchen, four bedrooms and three baths. There are two porches and a beautiful front garden with new plantings made 
when the memorial wall was built in 2000.

Built in 1814 by the tailor Nathaniel Seymour, the house remained in the Seymour family, who were storekeepers. After the 
death of William Seymour in 1923, it was sold to St. Paul’s and moved to be set back from the street in front of the Parish 
House (the former George Seymour House). A one-car garage houses maintenance equipment.

The Rectory

The 1814 Rectory - courtesy Massachusetts Historical Commission



16

Financials
St. Paul’s operates on  a budget of approximately $150,000 a year. 
Endowment is over $1,000,000. The parish is still able to afford a 
full-time rector, but we recognize that flexibility and openness to 
sharing resources will be important as we move into the future.

We are currently in the midst of a capital campaign that is close 
to raising $250,000. The funds will be used for repair and replace-
ment projects such as a new furnace and energy efficient lighting 
that will reduce expenses. We are blessed with an endowment that 
currently provides about a 1/3 of our annual operating budget, 
and we have also been blessed with energetic and dedicated 
vestry members whose careful stewardship of our resources and 
expenses has allowed us to largely preserve the principal balance 
of our endowment. 

Treasurer’s Report for 2013 and 
Budget adopted by the Vestry for 2014 

 
Income and Expenses 

            
             2013 Actual      2014 Budget 
 

 
 

Assets as of December 31, 2013 
 

Checking Account 8,754.17 
Organ Restoration  48,293.19 
Memorial Garden 5,282.62 

Total 62,329.98 
  

Restricted Endowments 671,047.66 
Investments restricted by Vestry 431,069.40 
Evans Reserve 130,940.25 
Rectory Reserve 10,855.71 
Sedgwick (Rector’s discretionary) 27,292.37 

Investment Total 1,271,205.39 
 

Cash and Investments 
Yearend 2012 and 2013 

 December 31, 2012 December 31, 2013 
Bank Accounts 68,302.71 62,329.98 
Invested Reserves 123,444.95 141,795.96 
Other Investments & 
Endowments 

1,028,911.70 1,129,409.43 

	  

Pledge & Plate Offerings 74,396 86,840 
Endowment Income 47,330 48,000 
All Other Income 10,352 24,410 
Drawdown from 
investments 

0 0 

Total 132,078 159,240 
   

Salaries & Benefits 89,434 90,787 
Property & Office 33,389 42,625 
All Other Expenses 17,252 18,142 

Total 140,075 151,554 

Capital Campaign Committee -  2014 Garden Party
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Our Vision for the Future: The 2014 Parish Survey
In July through October 2014, we surveyed our parishioners by conducting one-on-one  conversa-
tions between members of the profile committee and parishioners as well as hosting several group 
sharing sessions. 

The conversations centered around two questions: (1) Where would you like St. Paul’s to be headed 
in the next 5 to 10 years; and (2) What interests and strengths are most important as we seek our new 
Rector. 

Here are highlights of our 2014 parish survey:

•	 We	want	 to	maintain	our	 informal,	 friendly	 atmosphere	 and	our	 traditional	 “low”	 church	
Sunday services (Rite I and Rite II).  At the same time, there is interest for innovation - trying new 
things such as non-traditional services, Bible study, interdenominational outreach, and expanded 
programs for our young children and teenagers.  We would love for our new Rector to be a person 
with energy and enthusiasm who would lead us in these directions. Many parishioners spoke of a 
“people person,” someone who genuinely can take an interest in each of us, who can be involved with 
all of us, and with our community and beyond.  

•			 We	are	ready	 for	a	new	minister	 to	 lead	us	and	counsel	us,	 listen	 to	us	and	work	with	us.		
We are long-time permanent residents, seasonal residents, weekenders, Austen Riggs or Riverbrook 
people; people of all faiths, incomes, ages, interests and abilities.  St. Paul’s is already an active group, 
so we’re looking for a true partnership.  We see us and our new Rector as reaching out to each other, 
helping each other, as we move forward.

•	 We	have	a	particular	interest	in	our	young	children.		We	want	to	strengthen	our	ties	to	the	
St.Paul’s Children’s Center and the families whose children are there.  We also want to strengthen our 
ties with our regional school and with its teachers, students and parents.

•	 We’re	 going	 to	 need	 someone	with	 good	 organizational	 and	 financial	 skills.	 There	 are	
challenges coming up, and we’ll need  flexible and creative leadership to sustain the things we value 
most.

•	 We	have	a	strong	commitment	to	pastoral	care,	to	taking	care	of	each	other	in	times	of	need,	
and we would like our Rector to be committed as well to counseling and ministering to those in 
special need.

Christmas music 2013 - our gifted parishioners

Sunday morning
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•	 Our	Sunday	services	are	basic	to	us.		Lay	participation	has	grown	in	recent	years,	and	it	has	
become a significant element of our worship. Our 8:00 Rite I group is small, but dedicated, and very 
important to the Church. Many of our parishioners bring a real spiritual curiosity to St. Paul’s. We 
hope particularly for our new Rector to communicate spiritually with thoughtful, relevant sermons 
and inspirational liturgy. 

•	 Music	is	a	big	part	of	our	Parish	life.	We’re	blessed	with	many	talented	parishioners,	and	we	
like to make a joyful noise.

•	 St.	Paul’s	Church	needs	to	remain	a	vital	part	of	our	community.		Our	church	is	always	open	to	
visitors and to anyone who might want a time of quiet and reflection.  We host lectures, performances 
and other special events for the community that aren’t necessarily religious.  We want to expand these 
connections with our community. Meaningful outreach is a priority for our Church.

•	 We	would	be	pleased	if	our	new	Rector	were	comfortable	living	in	the	Rectory.		

•	 Two	words	that	kept	coming	up	were	“Worship”	and	“Community”.		One	is	inward	and	the	
other outward. Similarly, we’re hoping for a Rector who is both a “believer” and a “doer” -  Personal 
faith together with outward engagement. St, Margaret in the snow

2014 Garden Party wind quintet Epiphany - gifts of the Magi


